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…the author of the uƩerance, with a greater or lesser awareness, presupposes a higher 
superaddressee (…). In various ages and with various understandings of the world, this 
superaddressee and his ideally true responsive understanding assume various ideological expressions 
(God, absolute truth, the court of dispassionate human conscience, the people, the court of history, 
science and so forth).  
– BakhƟn, ‘The Problem of the Text’ 
 
In language use, we always address someone – in BakhƟn’s words cited above, our ‘superaddressee’ 
is ulƟmately God, the absolute truth, science…  
Before we address God, however, we usually go through orders of indexicality, or ordered stages of 
meaning that language acquires in specific contexts reproducing convenƟonal sociolinguisƟc 
expectaƟons, rules and norms. When communicaƟng and producing meaning, we operate shiŌs in 
these various discourse levels in constant intersubjecƟve efforts to address our interlocutors and 
communicate relevant meaning. Forms of address are prime linguisƟc means connecƟng language to 
these orders of indexicality, an evident example of which are languages where the grammaƟcal third-
person is used as a form of address. Here, literal (what we can understand as first-order) referenƟal 
meaning is skipped in favour of a higher order, that of addressivity, and can potenƟally index discourse 
to a complex plethora of different meaningful factors such as social class, social hierarchy, age, 
occupaƟon, ethnicity, etc. 
As Blommaert (2008:120) points out, “Orders of indexicality are straƟfied and impose differences in 
value onto the different modes of semiosis, systemaƟcally give preference to some over others and 
exclude or disqualify parƟcular modes.” The realisaƟon that some meanings are foregrounded and 
preferenƟal, whilst others are disqualified and excluded, seems now, more than ever, a crucial aspect 
in a world of increasing polarisaƟon, where globalisaƟon is countered by naƟvism, where efforts for 
peace are met with escalaƟng conflicts and wars, where a climate of violence is increasingly displayed 
in public (and private) discourse.  
In view of this, our aim is to reflect upon the role of addressivity in general and forms of address in 
parƟcular within these contexts. How can addressivity and forms of address help to construct meaning, 
connecƟng text to context – in other words, how can they help us navigate and construct the ‘various 
understandings of this world’? What is the (sociopragmaƟc, pragmalinguisƟc) effect of addressivity 
and forms of address in these variegated, straƟfied orders of cultural and intercultural meaning? How 
can addressivity and forms of address be used creaƟvely (and mostly strategically) or convenƟonally 
(and mostly non-strategically) in communicaƟon, to convey specific co-constructed meanings with our 
interlocutors? How can addressivity and forms of address help to advance preferred meanings or 
disqualify or exclude other meanings? 
 
 
 
 



In order to answer these quesƟons, we welcome papers on the following (and other relevant) topics: 
 
Adressivity and forms of address and: 

 culture 
 interculturality 
 literature 
 (im)politeness 
 poliƟcal discourse 
 classroom discourse 
 globalisaƟon  
 translaƟon 
 gender 
 healthcare 
 digital/social media communicaƟon 

 
The INAR 8 Colloquium – From tradiƟon to transformaƟon:  rethinking addressivity, rethinking forms 
of address is a meeƟng of researchers interested in discussing the far-reaching dimensions of 
addressivity and address. It aims to promote convivial dialogue amongst scholars from different, yet 
related fields, each examining these dimensions within their respecƟve research interests. INAR 8 thus 
follows a horizontal, dialogical model avoiding parallel sessions in order to foster discussion and fruiƞul 
exchanges.  

Proposals should be sent in English to cecc.fch@ucp.pt  no later than 10 December 2024 and include: 

 paper Ɵtle 
 abstract (max. 300 words) 
 3 – 5 keywords 
 name, e-mail address, insƟtuƟonal affiliaƟon 
 brief bio (max. 100 words) menƟoning research interests.  

Acceptance of proposals will be communicated 10 February 2025.  

 Fees: 

 Early bird 
11 Feb. – 11 March 

Regular 
12 March – 12 June 

Researchers 120 EUR 200 EUR 
Students 50 EUR 80 EUR 

The conference fee includes conference materials, lunch and coffee breaks.  

 Conference Dinner (Thurs. 17 July): 40 EUR 

For further enquiries, please email cecc.fch@ucp.pt  

Organising CommiƩee: 
Jane Duarte 
Rita Faria   
Zuzanna Bułat Silva 
 
 
 
 
 



ScienƟfic CommiƩee: 
Alcina Sousa, University of Madeira/ CEAUL/IESL – OHIO 
Aldina Marques, University of Minho/ CEHUM-ELACH 
Aline Bazenga, University of Madeira/CLUL- NOVA, Lisbon 
Ana Guilherme, NOVA University Lisbon/CLNUL  
Beƫna Kluge, University of Hildesheim 
Carlos Gouveia, Faculdade de Letras/School of Arts and HumaniƟes, University of Lisbon  
Catrin Norrby, University of Stockholm 
Célia Regina dos Santos Lopes, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro 
Doris Schüpbach, University of Melbourne 
Hanna Lappalainen, Itä-Suomen yliopisto (University of Eastern Finland) 
Helen de Hoop, Radboud University Nijmegen 
Horst Simon, Free University of Berlin 
Irene Moyna, Texas A&M University 
Isabel Ermida, University of Minho 
Isabel Roboredo Seara, Universidade Aberta (Open University Portugal) /CLUNL - NOVA, Lisbon 
Isabelle Simões Marques, Universidade Aberta (Open University Portugal) /CLUNL - NOVA, Lisbon 
Jane Duarte, Universidade Católica Portuguesa/CECC 
Johanna Isosävi, University of Helsinki 
John Hajek, University of Melbourne 
Leo Kretzenbacher, University of Melbourne 
Maria Helena de Araújo Carreira, Université Paris8 / Laboratoire d'Études Romanes (LER)  
Piera Molinelli, University of Bergamo 
Rita Faria, Universidade Católica Portuguesa/CECC 
Roel Vismans, University of Sheffield 
Zuzanna Bułat Silva, University of Wroclaw 
 
For further informaƟon about INAR – InternaƟonal Network of Address Research, please visit the 
website hƩps://inarweb.wordpress.com/ 
For further informaƟon about CECC – Research Centre for CommunicaƟon and Culture, please visit 
the website hƩps://fch.lisboa.ucp.pt/cecc 


