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Who WE ARE

Growing Roots 
in the FUTURE

U niversidade 
Católica Portuguesa 
is an academic 

community that helps defend 
and develop the human 
being and his/her cultural 
heritage through research, 
teaching and community
services. It is a major 
presence in the 
Portuguese university 
world, characterized by 
a humanist vision and 
with groundbreaking 
contributions in all areas 
of knowledge. 

Universidade Católica 
Portuguesa boasts amongst 
its alumni a Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate, several of 
the top CEO’s in the world, 
and recognized leaders in 
politics, law, economics
and the arts. It is the 
founding institution 
of the University 
of Saint Joseph in Macao
and it was involved in setting 
up the Catholic University 
of Angola. 

eMployed 
within 6 months
OF GRADUATION

90%

STUDENTS 

437 
PhD
Students

3402 
Executive
Education
& Lifelong
Learning

6023 
Undergraduate
Students

3903 
Master’s
Students



“Católica cultivates a bold 
tradition of knowledge, 
advancing the wider 
condition of humanity  
while respecting our 
common ecology. 
Here, we dare to act on 
thinking and proudly serve 
society by creating value 
with values.”
Isabel Capeloa Gil
Rector
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OUR MISSION

UCP aims to serve by providing 
innovative ideas and excellent 
research and by promoting high 
quality education. 
Built locally to inspire globally, 
UCP has an international vocation 
led by the humanist catholic 
tradition.
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The motto of Católica’s Strategic 

Plan aims to inspire into action.

It revolves around the creation 

of a strategy anchored both 

in the search for truth that guides 

scholarly knowledge and in the 

will to go beyond the many borders 

that control our world, and to do 

so in an inclusive and open fashion.

Strategic 
Plan2015

2020

UNLOCKING borders 
into the future
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As a research 
university, Católica 
is compelled to 
define its action 
as based on the 
understanding of 
»	 Research as the basis for
	 teaching and community service;

»	 Comprehensive internationalization 
as the institutional commitment 
to bring international diversity into 
teaching, research and into every 
level of the organizational structure;

»	 Smart specialization drawn from a 
careful analysis of the university’s 
scientific and educational strengths, 
thus enabling a boost in the 
excellence of our projects.

the strategic 
plan is set on the 
development of
»	S trategic alliances with reputable 

Catholic universities, because the 
excellence of our training requires 
a dialogue with  like minded 
institutions, sharing the same culture 
and  aiming high in the pursuit of 
excellence;

»	S trategic partnerships with 
stakeholders in civil society, namely 
companies, thus building bridges with 
the professional world and bridging 
gaps which are under current 
conditions decisive for research 
training.

because knowledge 
is void if not aimed at 
strengthening individual 
trust, the overall program 
of this strategic plan 
is structured upon a 
360º understanding of 
education. It starts from 
the defense of the person 
and her values, to move on 
to the skillful development 
of core competences aimed 
at forming excellent 
professionals, who will 
be  able to adapt to the 
challenges and the complex 
problems of our global 
world. 

The plan is 
structured around 
the 5 key values of 
the university
»	T he defense of Catholic culture;

»	T he commitment to the  
expansion of knowledge;

»	 Embracing the global with
	 an Atlantic voice;

»	T he support of the adventurous 
spirit that prompts the university  
to traverse borders;

»	 Advocating excellence as the goal
	 of a research university.

 



8 | Universidade Católica Portuguesa

The pursuit of excellence 
in research and teaching

Striving for dignified 
and sustainable human 
DEVELOPMENT

Embracing merit, 
transparency and quality

Recognizing social progress 
with a focus on the respect 
for the individual

Empowering creativity 
and innovation

Our Values
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CATÓLICA: 
ONE UNIVERSITY, 
FOUR CAMPUSES.

Viana do Castelo

Bragança

Leiria

Portalegre

Beja

Faro

LISBOA

Castelo Branco

Guarda

Coimbra

Vila Real

VISEU

BRAGA

Aveiro

Santarém

Évora

PORTO

Setúbal
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Faculty of Biotechnology 

Faculty of Education and Psychology 

Faculty of Theology 

Católica Porto Business School

porto School of the Faculty of Law 

School of Arts

Institute of Bioethics 

Institute of Health Sciences 

porto 



Universidade Católica Portuguesa | 11 

Faculty of Human Sciences 
(comprises the Institute of Oriental Studies and the Institute of Family Sciences) 

Faculty of Theology 

Católica Lisbon School of Business & Economics

Lisbon School of the Faculty of Law 

Higher Institute for Canon Law 

Institute for Political Studies

Institute of Health Sciences 

LisboA



Faculty of Philosophy and Social Sciences 

Faculty of Theology

Braga 
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Department of Economics, Management and Social Sciences 

Institute of Health Sciences 

VISEU 

GLOBAL OUTREACH
USJ – The University of St. Joseph, Macao, CHINA,
was created by UCP and the Diocese of Macao in 1996.  

UCP promoted the founding of the Catholic University of Angola 
and of the Catholic University of Mozambique.
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1967

1972 1978

1980

1971
Establishment of UCP 
(Braga), Faculty  
of Philosophy. 
High Chancellor: 
Cardinal Manuel 
Gonçalves Cerejeira.

New High Chancellor: 
Cardinal  António Ribeiro
Official recognition of UCP by 
the State (decree-law 307/71)

Appointment of first Rector: 
Prof. José do Patrocínio 
Bacelar e Oliveira, SJ.
Establishment of the Faculty 
of Human Sciences.

UCP is extended 
to Porto

UCP  is extended 
to Viseu

1982 1989

1988

His Holiness Pope John 
Paul II visits the Lisbon 
campus and blesses the 
foundation stone 
of the University Library.
Establishment of the 
Faculty of Biotechnology 
(Porto).

Law and Economics and 
Business Administration 
and Management, 
formerly included in 
the Faculty of Human 
Sciences, become 
separate Faculties: the 
Faculty of Law and the 
Faculty of Economics and 
Business Administration 
(Católica Lisbon School  
of Business & Economics).

Appointment of a new 
Rector: Prof. José da 
Cruz Policarpo, Auxiliary 
Bishop of Lisboa.

HISTORY: LOOKING INTO THE FUTURE
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1996 1997

1998

2000

1999

Third Rector: Prof. Manuel Isidro Araújo Alves
Establishment of the School of Fine Arts (Porto).
Macau Inter-University Institute (presently the 
University of St. Joseph in Macau).
The Nobel Peace Prize was awarded in 1996 to  
the University’s alumnus Carlos Filipe Ximenes 
Belo for his work towards a just and peaceful 
solution to the conflict in East Timor.

Establishment of:
Institute of  European Studies  
(Lisboa).
Institute for Political Studies 
(Lisboa).
Institute of Education  
(presently the Faculty of 
Education and Psychology  
in Porto).

High Chancellor: 
Cardinal José da 
Cruz Policarpo.

Appointment of a new 
Rector: Prof. Manuel 
António Garcia Braga 
da Cruz.

2001
Universidade Católica 
Editora, the University 
publishing house.
Establishment of the Faculty 
of Social Sciences (Braga).
In Porto, Economics and 
Business Administration 
and Management, formerly 
included in the Faculty  
of Economics and Business 
Administration, become 
a separate Faculty, the 
Faculty of Economics and 
Management (Católica Porto 
Business School). 
Dental Medicine and 
Architecture are created 
in Viseu.

2009
Establishment 
of Católica Global 
School of Law as 
part of the Faculty 
of  Law – Lisbon 
School.

2013
High 
Chancellor: 
Cardinal 
Manuel 
Clemente.

2012
First woman 
Rector,  
Prof.ª Maria  
da Glória Garcia.

2017
Universidade Católica 
Portuguesa - 
50th Anniversary.

2016
Appointment of a new 
Rector: 
Prof.ª Isabel Capeloa Gil.

2002
Establishment of: Institute  
of Oriental Studies and Institute 
of Family Studies (Lisboa), 
Institute of Bioethics (Porto).

2004
Founding of the Institute of Health 
Sciences (Lisboa, Porto and Viseu).

2005
Higher Institute for Canon Law  
is created in Lisboa.

2008
Católica Lisbon School of 
Business & Economics becomes 
the first Portuguese Business 
School to hold the Triple Crown 
status.

Creation of  
Braga Regional Centre
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Business  
and Economics
“Leading today. 
Inspiring tomorrow”

Health and 
Technologies
“Caring for the
future”
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Arts, 
Humanities 
and Social 
Sciences
“Ideas that matter”

Law & Political 
Studies
“Reputation with 
an edge”
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Business  
and 
Economics

“Católica PROMOTES THE HIGHEST INTERNATIONAL 
STANDARDS In BUSINESS EDUCATION.” 
António Horta Osório
CEO Lloyds Banking Group UK

Católica is proud of its two 
Schools of Business and 
Economics, located in Lisboa 
and Porto. Our credentials 
have been achieved through 
a successful combination of 
world-class students and 
faculty, strong curricula, 
innovative applied-learning 
projects, partnerships with 
prestigious Business Schools 
worldwide and a close 
connection with the corporate 
world.
Distinguished for the ninth 
consecutive year, CATÓLICA-
LISBON has consolidated its 
leadership in Portugal and is 
currently ranked among the Top 
23 Business Schools in Europe 
according to the Financial 
Times.

A global strategy 
with an Atlantic vocation

International reputation 
of the brand sustained 
by top faculty

Scholarly relevance 
and market  recognition 

International
Faculty Members

40 %

International
Students

%50

of our students
are placed within 

3 months after 
graduation

%98

EUROPEAN
BUSINESS
SCHOOL

CATÓLICA LISBON

TOP



Health and
Technologies

“Technology and information transfer, 
technology based entrepreneurship 
and extension initiatives in the biosciences 
and bioengineering are some of the ways 
in which the School of Biotechnology 
claims its stake in the field.”
Isabel Vasconcelos
PhD | Industrial Microbiology. 
Dean - Faculty of Biotechnology (UCP)

The Universidade Católica 
Portuguesa, through the 
Faculty of Biotechnology and 
its research centre CBQF 
(Centre for Biotechnology and 
Fine Chemistry), holds more 
than 25 years’ experience 
of R&D in the food – 
environment – health axis. 
In addition, the university, 
through its Institute of 
Health Sciences, has been 
developing programs ranging 
from Dentistry to Nursing. 
The Institute also excels in 
the area of Cognitive and 
Neurosciences.

Top research

Sustainability 
and protection 
of the environment

A pioneering 
approach to health 
systems

Patents

20

Collaborative 
Research Projects

118

BIOSPIN
Start-ups

19

TOP 
RESEARCH 

CENTRE 

CBQF



Law & 
Political 
Studies

“Participating in  the Law School project at 
Católica is a highly stimulanting privilege, 
constantly renewed by the personal and 
profissional success of our students.”
Maria dos Prazeres Beleza 
Judge, Portuguese Supreme Court of Justice (since 2006)
Judge, Constitutional Court of Portugal (1998-2006)

The national Faculty of Law 
is one of the most prestigious 
units of Católica. Católica 
Global School of Law was 
established in 2009 and it is 
becoming  an important center 
of graduate teaching and 
research in law from a global 
perspective. Since its founding, 
the school has attracted a 
remarkable group of scholars 
and classes of graduate 
students from all over the 
world.
In addition, Católica’s Institute 
for Political Studies is a future 
oriented project inspired by the 
past example of the Sagres’ 
Navigation School.  Its BA, 
MA and PhD courses are a 
landmark of what we proudly 
call the best school of political 
studies in the Portuguese 
speaking world.

67% of foreign 
students 
in LLM and 
PhD programs

3 double
LLM’s
(Kings 
College,
Cornell 
University, 
University 
of Michigan)

2 PhD 
programs 
in Law

Top 10 most
innovative
Law School 
in Europe

Mentoring a network 
of excellence

Prestige 
and responsibility

Innovation 
in legal education



“Católica’s School of Arts gave ME the skills 
needed to SUCCEED on an international 
level. I’m pleased to say that my connection 
with the Catholic University will stay 
forever.”
João Seabra
Founder of Jump Willy Creative Studios in Portugal, Hong Kong, USA, and UK. 
Elected Young Creative Talent by the European Union.

Arts and Humanities are the 
heart of Católica’s global 
education project. Firmly 
promoting education and 
research anchored in the 
Christian vision of the world, 
Católica is deeply involved 
in ecumenical studies and in 
interdisciplinary projects with 
a wide array of areas, ranging 
from Law to Philosophy, 
Literature or Health Sciences, 
bringing together a varied 
community of experienced and 
young researchers from all over 
the globe. 
Arts and Humanities are the 
node of a scholarly community 
of knowledge open to the 
challenges of the world. It 
supports our commitment to 
educate creative entrepreneurs, 
ethical political leaders and 
humanist researchers and 
innovators.

Experienced and 
prestigious faculty

Edgy research built 
on tradition

A hub  of creativity 
and collaboration  
between the arts 
and academia

139 
Exchange 
programs

Arts, 
Humanities 
and Social 
Sciences

6 Joint 
doctoral 
degrees

10% 
International 
faculty

ARTSPIN
29 start-ups 
(film and digital 
technologies)

9 
Research 
centres



A university embracing 
comprehensive 

internationalization

• Japan

• Taiwan

• SPAIN

• France

• Italy
• Greece

• Romania
 PORTUGAL
UCP

• Australia

• New Zeland

• Hong Kong
• MACAO

• South Korea
• China

TIMOR •

• Thailand
• Singapore

Mozambique •

• Vietnam

• Indonesia

BraZil •

Mexico •

Cape Verde •

Argentina •

Colombia •

Chile •

Peru •

Israel •

• Angola

Pakistan•
• India

Canada •

• USA

Cyprus • 

Belgium • 

Germany • 

• Switzerland

• Poland
the Netherlands • 

Norway • 
Sweden • 

• Denmark

• Finland

• Iceland

• Russia

• Estonia
• Latvia

• Lithuania

• Slovenia
• Croatia

• Austria 

• Slovakia

• Hungary
• Czech Republic

United Kingdom • 
Ireland • 

450
International Exchange 

Partnerships

•  Turkey
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The world 
is our stage!

In all degree granting programs students may 
spend at least  one semester abroad

FLAD GRANTS

GULBENKIAN FELLOWSHIPS

fULBRIGHT’S SENIOR SPECIALIST GRANTS

Erasmus + 

Atlantis Initiative (Europe-USA)

Marie Curie Actions

FCT – Investigator Grants

FCT – PhD Programs

CMU – Portugal Program

MIT – Portugal Program

CULTURE PROGRAM – EU

International 
Programs

19%

International Students

90
Nationalities

Europe

Africa

South America

Asia

North America

Oceania

44

33

10

1817

1
8

3

11

27

15
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20

29

Business 
and Economics

Arts
Humanities 
and Social Sciences

Law

Health 
and Technologies

2

Masters

PhD

BSc

20
7

Fully taught in English, the Liberal Arts Curriculum 
(LAC) aims to encourage students to think and learn 
across disciplines. By laboring beyond the scope of 
the specific degree courses, students are encour-
aged to unleash creativity and to develop the capabil-
ities needed to pursue inspiring work and to improve 
the condition of humanity. 

LAC

programs fully 
taught in English 

(BA, MA & PhD)

joint and double 
degrees

Angola, Mozambique and Macao
Programs cover a wide variety of topics; some are 
designed for professionals from particular market 
sectors, but many provide more general skills and 
insights into current and future best pratices.

Executive 
Education



“Internationally bent universes 
are open, inclusive and dynamic. At 
Católica we are deeply committed 
to global education, embracing 
internationalization in education, 
research and knowledge transfer. 
We promote excellence and 
the relevance of our service 
to the community by cherishing 
international diversity.”
Teresa Lloyd Braga
Vice-Rector for Global Education and Academic Affairs
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A PRESTIGIOUS FACULTY 
“I’m impressed by Católica’s global 
outreach. It is a University with values 
you can trust to shape a future that is 
worthwhile for the coming generations.

Católica and outstanding education 
go together.”

José Manuel Durão Barroso
Director of the Center for European Studies, Institute for Political 
Studies at Católica
President of the European Commission (2009-2014)
Prime Minister of Portugal (2002-2004)



“Excellence in research and 
teaching is part of Catolica’s DNA. 
Here students 
and faculty enjoy a vibrant and 
stimulating environment for 
learning and for the production 
of knowledge.”
Fátima Barros
Chair of BERET (Body of European Regulators for Electronic 
Communications) 
Chair of the Portuguese National Communications Authority 
(ANACOM)
Associate Professor of Economics and former Dean of Católica 
Lisbon School of Business and Economics (2004-2012)

“We care about knowledge 
and people. We are known 
for the excellence of our 
scientific research 
and pedagogical practice. 
We are passionate about 
fulfilling dreams.”
Jorge Vaz de Carvalho
Music Director of the National Oporto Orchestra 
(1999-2006) 
International opera singer
Professor of Humanities, Faculty of Human Sciences
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U niversidade Católica 
Portuguesa is a 
leading research 

institution. In addition to the 
commitment to fundamental 
research, the University is 
recognized for the social 
impact of its research agenda 
and for its contribution to the 
formulation of policy.  
Research at the University 
is organized into Research 
Centres (R&D Units) and 
Associate Laboratories, 
following the National 
Scientific System implemented 
by the Portuguese Science 
Foundation (FCT). Within this 
model, the University has been 
successful in guaranteeing 

competitive national funding 
for its units, boasting an 
Associate Laboratory and 
several research centres in the 
Social Sciences recognized 
with the Excellence Seal by 
the competitive international 
evaluation carried out by FCT. 
The strategic areas for 
development bring together 
research domains that 
have attained international 
excellence and at the same 
time speak to the identity 
of the institution. 
They are: 
I) Economy and Digital 
Culture; 
II) Environment, Health 
and Sustainability; 

“You are empowering 
patients and 
caregivers (…) You are 
bringing medicine into 
the 21st century by 
harnessing the power 
of citizen innovation.
It’s FOR projects 
like yours that the 
word “inspiring” was 
invented.”

Carlos Moedas 
European Commissioner for Science, on 
the Patient Innovation Project developed 
by CUBE Católica Lisbon`s Research Unit 
in Business and Economics, ranked Best 
Research Center in Social Sciences in the 
in the 2014 FCT Research assessement 
exercise.

closing-in on the future

Research



III) Citizenship and Social 
Responsibility; 
IV) Memory, Change 
and Innovation. 
With an intellectual 
agenda which is inherently 
international, the goal of 
the UCP 2020 Strategy is to 
advance research and impact 
knowledge production in 
the selected areas, to foster 
international and intersectoral 
cooperation, and to contribute 
to the global innovation 
agenda.

“The quality of Universities is reflected In the quality 
of scientific production of their faculty and students. 
Two main initiatives of the University deserve to be 
highlighted: an effort towards interdisciplinary 
research, and the foundation of a department, 
named Creating Health, that brokers access to 
international funding for research in Health.”

Alexandre Castro Caldas
Professor of Neurology 
Pfizer Research Prize Winner 
(1974, 1976, 1999)

Research Centres
Arts and Technologies

Biotechnology and Chemistry
Business and Economics

Communication and Culture
Education and Psychology

Health Sciences
History

Law
Philosophy

Political Science
Social Sciences

Theology

©
 r

aq
ue

lw
is

ep
ho

to
.c

om



30 | Universidade Católica Portuguesa

56

39
2

3

31

96

%
 P

ublic

%
 P

riv
ate

Public and Private 
Research Funding

1054
477 577(45%) (55%)

RESEARCHERS

Social Sciences 
and Humanities

Life Sciences

Engineering

Natural and Exact 
Sciences
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Fundamental Research 
funding source

Applied research Experimental 
research

Research type (%)

Awarded  Degrees 
2015-16

Doctoral Degrees 
Awarded

2009-16

75
Doctoral

1097
Masters

1114
Licenciate

50 46 4

1054

23
(2009)

40
(2010)44

(2011)

46
(2012)

77
(2013)

85
(2014) 100

(2015)

75
(2016)



Católica boasts of having the 
largest and most prestigious 
alumni network in Portugal 
and one of the most 
prominent in Europe. Our 
alumni occupy some of the 
most prominent positions 

in the world of politics, 
finance, the arts, science and 
education. 
Católica is proud of their 
achievements and thankful 
for their support of their 
Alma Mater.

“Católica’s former students are one of the 
University’s greatest assets.  I must stress 
that the relation created between Católica 
and its many generations of students is a bond 
for life.  A bond that is crafted in a mutually 
rewarding relation. This spirit of belonging 
expressed in the pride and responsibility of 
being a Católica alumnus defines the identity 
of the university and it has no parallel 
elsewhere in this country.”
Miguel Athayde Marques
President CLSBE Alumni Association
BSc Economics Class 1977 
President of Euronext - Lisbon Stockexchange (2004-2010)
Board member Galp Energia

Alumni
Católica Alumni

The largest alumni network in Portugal

Responsible success. 
Responsive to society.
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Isabel Jonet

BSc Economics 
Class of 1982

President Food Bank

Elisa Antz

PhD in Culture Studies 
Class of 2008

Head of Corporate 
Communications

Frankfurt School of Finance 
and Management

D. CARLOS Ximenes Belo

Licenciate in Theology 
Class of 1979

Bishop of Dili (1988 -2002) 
Nobel Peace Prize Winner 1996

Vítor Bento

Master of Philosophy 
Class of 2000

Chairman SIBS – Forward 
Payment Solutions

Paulo Portas

L.L.B (Law) 
Class of 1986

Vice-Prime Minister of Portugal 
(2011-15)

ANA MIRANDA

BA in Applied Foreign Languages
Class of 2000

Director Arte Institute New York

MARIANA VAN ZELLER

BSc in Management 
Class of 2007
Vinihold USA, 

Business Director

SÉRGIO REBELO

BSc in Economics 
Class of 1976

Tokai Bank Chair in International 
Finance, Kellogg School 

of Management, Northwestern 
University

Rozina Camarudin

BSc in Food Engineering 
Class of 1993

Global Marketing Director 
Johnson & Johnson Medical

©
 M

ar
ia

 C
la

ra
 P

er
ei

ra

Católica Alumni

The largest alumni network in Portugal
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637
Contracts with 
companies  
and industry

70 postgraduate 
Master degrees

13 765
STUDENTS

NATIONALITIES
90

39 undergraduate 
degrees

23 doctoral degrees
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VALUE THE 
WORLD CAN 
TRUST

Erasmus students
incoming 516
outgoing 381

International mobility 
students
incoming 351
outgoing 186

54
International
Research 
networks

116
International 
faculty

TOTAL STUDENT 
MOBILITY/ YEAR

1489
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Católica 
Lisbon 
School 
of Business 
& Economics 

Triple crown accredited 

AACSB – Association  
to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business 

EFMD – European  
Foundation 
for Management
Development 

AMBA – Association
for MBA’s 

Included in 2016 for the
ninth consecutive year on 
the Financial Times Top 
European Business Schools 
list.

RankingS AND 
accreditations

EUA
European University Association

IFCU/FIUC
International Federation 
of Catholic Universities

FUCE
Fédération des Universités 
Catholiques Européennes

AULP
Association of Portuguese Speaking 
Universities

All courses taught at UCP
are accredited by the portuguese
accreditation agency A3ES.

ASSOCIATIONS 
AND FEDERATIONS
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Católica 
Porto Business 
School

Faculty of 
Biotechnology

AMBA – Association  
for MBAs
 
EFMD – European 
Foundation  
for Management 
Development 

IChemE Global Awards 
2015 Sustainable 
Technology award for the 
project “Sunscreen from 
cod fish bones”

LL.M.s were included for 
the seventh consecutive 
year on the Financial 
Times Innovative Law 
Schools Report (2016). 
CGSL offers the best 
master programme in 
Portugal, according to 
the 2017 Eduniversal 
Best Masters Ranking in 
Business and Commercial 
Law.

UCP’s School of Arts 
in Porto was considered 
Portugal’s best film school 
in 2014. Some of its 
students’ projects have been 
internationally recognized 
with prestigious awards 
at the Cannes Film Festival, 
in France.

Católica 
Global School 
of Law

Master in Cultural Studies
/ The Lisbon Consortium,
Ranking of Masters 
degrees in Arts and 
Cultural Management
#3 in the World 
(2014, 2015, 2016)

Best Master  
in Communications  
#1 in Portugal

#25 in Europe 
(Communications category)

#21 in Europe  
(Marketing category)

Faculty of 
Human Sciences

School 
of Arts 
in Porto
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BUILDING BRIDGES 
BETWEEN Research 
AND SOCIETY



UNIVERSIDADE CATÓLICA PORTUGUESA
Palma de Cima

1649-023 Lisboa

Tel: + 351 21 721 40 00
e-mail: info@reitoria.ucp.pt




