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INTELLECTUAL TOPOGRAPHIES AND THE MAKING OF
CITIZENSHIP

More than a century after the Dreyfugtaire and Zola’s publication of the open
letter “J'accuse!”, the intellectual’'s decline iruroWestern culture has become a
common notion. It gained ground after the deatBarttre who, like Voltaire and Hugo
before, became emblematical of his century. It @eduvisibility with the finalist
thematic that pervaded the intellectual debatd@fsecond half of the 20th century (the
“end of the subject”, “metaphysical” and scientifiath, beauty and history). Adding to
this notion, and along with other factors, are tiev technological conditions that
altered radically the circulation of ideas, the lespn of information, the
democratization of higher education, the approjmabf the “cultural” bymarketing,
the devaluation of Humanities, and the intellectuptofessionalization and expertise.

Since the eighties, attention has been paid tdleoteal itineraries, currents of
opinion and main trends. Typologies and diagnosiscerning the intellectual’s role,
evolution and sociological status emerged. The rieedis historical agency, either in
the traditional role of supervisor and legislatoras a mere interpreter, seems to linger
persuasively, conveying the impressithiat the intellectual institution is neither dead
nor terminal, even though the grand era of thoagia intellectual fractures seems by-
gone. If our online village, with its nonstop neingeal time, recycled repertoires, fast-
thinking and cyber-entertainment, responds bettehé image and pathos than to the
logos, the urgent call for their assistance in shapinm@e reflexive modernity is
audible. They should help us deal with the discanties and caesuras with traditions
and ideologies, make sense of the general fragt@mt@f meaning, cope with
relativism, deregulations — financial, ethical amvironmental —, the ever-increasing
complexities and risks of our post-modern worldciBee seems to be their authority
for the definition of a&common ground from which to project standards asdlmat the
abuse of powers. Regardless of the field of thepeetise, whether they speak out
publically from the arenas of cultural wars, ofentradicting the mainstream media
opinion-makers, or remain private in the safe-hawértheir his academia, we still
expect them to stay at once detached from and isugerthe sectarian perspectives of
particular national and economic interests, etborcerns, and religious obligations.

Cross-disciplinary submissions are welcome, among others, on the
following topics:
» assessing the intellectual’s role and output inteannological culture
* bridging domains irremediably apart, enhancing ioomties within the
cognitive, political, ethic and aesthetic spherésnm@aning, or overcoming
obsolete traditions and creating new values
* re-contextualizing science in a humanistic perspect
» safeguarding fundamental human rights in a muliical world where there are
still cultural wars - racial, of gender or religeou which require the negotiation
of cultural diversity



* shedding light on the long-term effects of coloisial, totalitarianism and
genocide that burden our contemporary memory, disasen the manipulation
of conflicts and wars

» re-thinking Europe’s cultural identity as an ineason of cultural traditions and
tensions between the local and the global, betweationalism and
cosmopolitanism

» Instituting environmental ethics from a broad pertjve and within multiple
contexts as a condition of possibility for a comneaitural front.

Areasof Studies

Philosophy — History — Sociology — Anthropology -eligion — European Studies —
American Studies — Comparative Studies — Cultuveli8s — Media Studies — Literature
— Art.

Conference Language
The conference language is English.

Deadlinefor submissions. August 16, 2010

Proposals foR0-minute papers should be sentdecc@fch.ucp.pby 16 August 2010.
Submissions should include the abstract in Engl00 words), your name, e-mail
address, institutional affiliation and a brief bimax. 100 words) mentioning main
research interests, projects and selected pulbitatiThe Organizing Committee will
return its decision b6 September 2010.

A selection of the papers will be published aftex tonference. All papers should be
sent by e-mail by30 November 2010.

Registration:

Registration fees (until 30 September 2010):
Speakers — &0

Participants — 70

Students — 35

Lateregistrations (after 30 September 2010) - H00
The registration fee includes the lunches on tleedenference days.
Payment

By bank transfer

NIB 003300000017013412105

IBAN PT50 0033 0000 0017 0134 12105
SWIFT BCOMPTPL

By cheque endor sed to:

Universidade Catélica Portuguesa

and sent to:

Centro de Estudos de Comunicacéo e Cultura,
A/C Rosério Lopes

Universidade Catolica Portuguesa

Faculdade de Ciéncias Humanas

Palma de Cima

1649-023 Lisboa

Portugal.



Pleasesend us a copy of the bank transfer document to the e-maitecc@fch.ucp.pt
For CECC researchers there is no registration fee.

Organizing Committee
Helena Gongalves da Silva
Laura Pires

Inés Espada Vieira
Klemens Detering

Check thisand further information:
http://intellectualtopographies2010.blogspot.com/




